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BseM" at Deneme S6ugehdy

What the dectars at Aedleve 8=a1,
New York. regard as one of the mast Peen-
Mar eases in the history ot lMey wan 7s-
aerted at the hospital the other day. an
0e records of the Institution appear the
Samesof Ue.hbeth Basett, thirty-4e
pears e and DOan amett, thLIty-fve
rs e, Brooklyn. On the seeords of 9t.

mA's Hospital, Brooklyn, appears the
ne f mDu Bassett, thirty4ve yeats e,

Brooklyn.
The three women are triplets and Sr sPf-
ing froM insanity. says the New York

§. About six weeks ago Annie and Ellen
raylor, twin ters, were admitted into
ow INsae pavilion at Bellevue Hospital.
Whe ease of the Bassett women is the first
on record at the hospital where triplets have
ben discovered to be crazy at the same

Iate last Friday afternoon Busan and
fimbeth Bassett walked into Bellvue Hoe-
vital, and susan requested a private iater-
Mlew with Dr. Walnace. the ewamning phy-
sician. she introduced herself, and said she
bared that her sister Elinabeth was hope-
Josy insane. She had tried to hide the
truth from herself, but had fnally en=d-
wed it her duty to take Eliabeth to the
hospital.
Dr. Wallace had a talk with Enimbeth. A

tow moentw conversation convinced him
that Susan's judgment had been correct.
Be diagnosed the case an one of imbecility,
and told Miss Bassett to take ber sister
down stairs to the reception rdom. There
Degistrar Green took the crazy womuan's
lae and addrees and assigned an attend-
ant to lead the new patient to the Insane
ward. Susan insisted on accompanying 1:er
Omer to see that Eizabeth was comfortably
Provided for.
When the two women entered the insane
avioan Busa began to explain to Dr.

Sloeglas, the physician in charge, the na-
ture of her sister's ailment. She talked
gloaally at first. but finally became very
excited and began to be incoherent. The
doctor watched her closely, and then, to the
a*'nl*hment of the nurses and attendants.
said:
*Why, this woaan is a good deal crasier

then her sister. I think her history had
better be taken also."
Suman did not seem surprised at the en-
SUncemenL She save her aOS* age and
address, and added that she was a laun-
drem. She said her nearest friend was Mrs.
Sarah Wood of Brooklyn, and that she had
another sister, Millie Bassett. who was con-
Ssed in St. John:s Hospital. Brooklyn.
The case seemed of so much interest that

a message' was sent to Mrs, Wood telling
her that the sisters were at Benevue Hos-
ptaL When Mrs. Wood received the news
Abe considered It her duty to inform the
third sister. Millie had been a patient for
some weeks at at. John's Hospital. suffer-
ng from a supposed nervous trouble. When
she heard the condition of Susan and nesa-
beth Phe insisted upon visiting them. The
doctors at St. John's decided that serous
esasequences might artse if the woman's
wishes were opposed. and, accompanied by
a physician, she was taken to Belevue Hao-
In the meantime the other sisters had

been declared Insane, and transferred to
the slate lunatic asylum. The third sister
was taken to Dr. Wallac, who discovered.
muh to his astonishment, that she, too,
was a fit subject for an insane asylum. The
Sector who had her in chaie said that she
Was all right when she lefI"St. John's Hee-
Vhtal. The physicias were inclined to ac-
eount for the sudden development of in-
saaity in her case on the theory that the
knowledge of the condition of her sisters
had affected her reason. Millie was taken
ft Brooklyn. and will be transferred either
to Beilevue Hospital or to the Flatbush
I~oylum.
Mrs. Wood says that the triplets were

horn in New York of Irish parentage. ,usan
has been employed in a laundry In Fulton
street, Brooklyn. Some time ago her hand
was.erushed In an Ironing machine, and its
*sm was supplied by an artificial member.

has begun a suit against the laundrysompany. Until her visit to Bellevue Hos-
pital on Friday no one suspected that she
was inanne. She was a member of theMarcy Avenue Baptist Church. Eliabeth
Us been weak-minded since her birth, but.M been considered harmless. The thirdMiter. Millie, is the widow of RichardMussy, a war veteran, and received a pen-Mon. Some time ago she was attacked by
& nervous trouble and was admitted intohe Brooklyn Hospital.
A feature of the case is that each tripletMonsiders the others insane and stoutly de-nies that there Is anything the matter withher own mental condition.

3eetrieal Franda.
Under the Nieed of "Medical Electrical
ands" may be classed an electro-galvanic

ielts, shields, insoles, brushes and rings.
They are all absolutely worthless so far as
any electric or magnetic effects are con-
eirned. Imagination Is a wonderful aid in

.euring certain diseases; especially is this

.true when the allment Is more or les Im-
aginary. The agent is ever ready to take
advantage of every opportunity to help on
the deception. He will call attention to the
glow (warmmth) produced by the insole, the
blister made by the air-tight lining of a
belt or shield, or the sore caused by the
sine or copper as the effect of the electric
current. The writer hadl the privilege of
=xamining an electric belt with a spinal
solumn attachment, the cost of the whole
thing being 321). This was remarkably cheap,eensidering the disease it was warranted
to cure. The box in which the combination
'Was packed was covered with a long list of
diseases ending with &c.. ac., leaving one
to infer that had the box been larger they
Would have been longer. The current gen-
erated from this belt was not sufficinet to
affect a delicate galvanometer.-a galvano-
meter capable of Indicating one-tenth of aImmulimpere. The minimum electric current
ased by competent medical men is from two
to fire milliamperes. In a recent libel suitina England it was brought out that the or-
dinary current generated by an electricbelt is from one-four-hundredith to one-five-hundredth of a millampere, and consideringthe various paths open for the passage of
this current-the lining of the belt, the un-derclothing, the surface of the skin-thethance of any of this infinitesimal charge
entering the body may easily be Imagined.3Most of these belts and shields are wornas such a manner that they form a closedeirouit around the body, thus putting thebody in a magnetic field, If there were anysurrent. Some recent tests In the EdIsonaboratory show that this can have no ef-ft. The armature of a large, separatelyocited dynamo was removed. A personOmen placing his head in the strong magneticSeld occupied by the armature was 'unablein tell when the current was turned on oretf. Experiments were also made by rapidly
geversing the current In fild magnets, and~before no effect was felt. The Londoneshas refused t' advertise any of theseedectrical frauds. The electrical journala
are full of advertisements of all kinds ofelectrical goods, yet niot one of them willpblish an advertisement of any electricalbt or similar contrivance. r'his fact aloneIs suflent evidence of the character ofthese goods. In a leading agricultiralaprthat guarantees its columns to be freefm frauds, there appear weekly fr->mthree to five illustrated advertisements of
electrical belts, insole, or shields. But peo-ple like to be humbugged, and this Is prob-ably as harmless a way as any.

Prost Faneies.
fee the Omaha Be.fhe Frost King came from his home in the north,And busily while I slept.

The magie toch of his tee-tipped bree,Over mny wiadow he swept.
3he vraithlike scenes of his sorthes homeIs spectral limes he wrought,lb. aeril t',ach of big; cumanlg laid
Outlned his subtle thought.

the gleaming caves where the iey wiada,Is deep receseg hi.
And featherv pine. anld hemlocks tall
with bran'hes ren.<bing wide.

And icebergs fast In frem esa,.And branel'lng reindeer borne,
had qusint and whimsleai elm forms,Like griss and unficoras.

hAs a castle white, with ubhitg tosv'rAnd faneitfmd frartle walls,WRth ;g;opholes and ports of curias hapes,Aat strange, nmysterioue halls.
Bet the jenlo'is sin. when d'iy bad dawned,
Cased harud at the Frost King's werk,

Ersed with a ?Shuie, fiery glance,hcl querT and freakish quirk.
LAd castle and sea., and spreading tree.,All vanished. I know not where,1*. the phantom ehnpes of my fairest dreams,
As frail and deelnit as air.

(1siengn'. Dox Show Opened.
The Chicago Kennel Club's dog show

spened at the West Side Armory Wednesday.
Over 74ji dog, have been entered, and al-
snest all clas:i are. represented. There
wer'e many A!-tars in attendance all day.

A-Z30 UAMA..
Whla.Bms.gg. -mam. .~eu

What Mhe PasNesMse ass an eIsdema
ised ese and Saw.

wam ah GWg s.&
osmlng ever On the 3iehign Central the

other fty a tal, dre appearing ma and a
-anl re nweaeao

wer seated just In front of a plainly dres-
ed, sweet fueed ON lady about seventy
years OM. vwy ittle whil the man would
turn and address a remark to the eler
voman, and her oas would glow with
pride for he was her son, and though his
wife did not seem vern-ordal-perhp she
was net proud t the od lady-yet she
would deign to drop a word or two once In
a while.
Finally the son turned-s the porter In-

formed them of the dining car in the reax-
and saM: "Wel, mother, Emma and I will
go now and get our dinner. You know she
needs a good war= dinner. You have
brought your lunch, I see. I will send you
in a good cup of hot tes," and the couple
rose and passed into the dining car.
After they bad left "mother" sat looking

out of the window, and appeared to be in
deep thought-not over-happy, perhaps. F1-
nally she reached under the seat and
brought up the little worn-out black basket
"son" had noticed and held It on her lap,
fngering the ribbon It was tied with in a
thoughtful way. Just as she opened It the
train stopped at a station. The door was
suddenly dung open and a cheery-faced.
handsome blonde stepped in. He appearedto be looking eagerly for some one.Finally his glance fel on the little oldlady.

,Mother!' he eried it a delighted voie,My John. my Johnr" and the two wereclasped in a loving embrace so genuine as in
cause tears to rise in the eyes of one of thePasMengers, and the rest looked on In an In-terested manner.
"Where are Frank and Emma?" he in-quired.
"They have gone Into the dining car. Em-ma isn't well, you know, and has to have agood, hot dinner." She repeated this in anapologetie way, for she saw a look in John'seyes that she di not fail to read-andFrank, was he not her son, too?"But you dida't wish any dinner. I sup-' and his eyes ft on the little basket.
saw It all at a glance, but he must nothurt his mother's feelings thu.

"And are you not glad t, see me? Are younot surprised? I found I could Join you hereinstead of waiting until you got to Chicago.And now tell me, dear heart, isn't this dearlittle basket the same that Frank and Itook our lunch in to school? I thought so,"asamile rose on the faded sweet face."Well, rm awfully hungry; s'pose wekeep this for supper and you Come with meand est a nice, hot dinner. No no ex-euses.
As they left the ear they met the othercouple. "Hallol John! where did you comefrom?' "How do you do, amma? I came,Frank, Just in time to se our mother had a

substantial neal," and they passed on.When the who heard and sawIt all arriv at Chicago they saw a hand-
some young MaS with a little black basketIaging on his arm tenderly assisting asweet-faced old lady through the crowd. A-carriage was called and they drove oI. Noone seemed to see anything of the othercouple.

COLLYMM Grs "sg.
4 Lot of VWoshwnsmea ate a seman-
ternal Rise to the Venerable Prem.
PrUM the New Yak Advetisr.
"They may talk about the college boys

and their hasings and tricks, but for real
genuine fun you can't beat the college girl,"
said a young freshwoman the other day.
"Last year-you know the men's college is
right near our sominary, and so they call
on US every evening-the president made a
net rule.
"He declared that we must dismiss our

guests at 9:30, and we decided we would
not do It. After a great deal of plotting
and planning we hit upon a delightful plan,
and it was a great success. The boys se-
cured a big basket and two ropes and a
pulley for us, and this we hid during the
day and at night fastened two great hooks
on the ill of our study window. The boys
sent' up their cards in the basket, and then
after Inspecting them with a lantern to
make sure they were not burglars, we haul-
ed them up.
"But, one night the grave and dignimed

president caught us and planned a little
unrprise for te. He fbund one of the boys'cards in our rooms and placed It in the
Basket. It worked beautifully, and we haul-ed him half way up before any one thoughtof using the lantern.
"Then Miss Flyaway held it out the win-dow and took a peep at him. One glance atthe spectacles and bald head was enough.It was lucky for that president that we didnot let him fall to the ground in our hor-

ror and amassment, but we held on to theropes until we decided what to do."We couldn't let him down again; hewould only come up and catch us. and wecouldn't drop him, bad as he was, and wecertainly didn't intend to help him carry outhis plan by hauling him up, so we compro-mised by securing the ropes and lettinghim hang there in mM-air."He begged and implored to be let down,offered us any bribe we could wish for adwasted more eloquence on us in that firsthour than he dMd during his yearly lectures.But we had no visitors that night. Heeatuse us and we wanted revenge, so we
"He tried to jump, to climb down thevalland up on the rope, but failed In everything.At last he howled, yelled like an Indian.till every one in the town was aroused.and even the boys turned out to see the ter-ror of their worst nightmare, crimson withrage, suspended in mid-air In a clothes

The Gentle Speut With Which We Vete-
bratWe the Day.

Frem LWe.
There's no doubt that foot ball am played

today is a most scientific game. How to
arrange a ton of youthful flesh, bone and
muscle so that It shall drive an inflated
ball to a given point, notwithstanding the
opposition of another ton of youthful hu-
mnanity. Is a most interesting problem. The
captains and professors of the game study
for hours over this question and evolve
some very interesting tactics for the use
of the material at their command.
To the public, and especially to the

frisend and relatives of the youthful comn-gonents of these masses, there Is coming
a belief that not enough attention is paid
to the safety of the eleven units. Each
of the eleven may be a son or a brotherwhose future usefulness may be Impairedby considering him too much am a unit offorce and too little as a human being.Public sentiment Is against the coddlingof boys. but It is also against making ashortened leg or dislocated .vertebrae proba-ble adjuncts of a liberal education.
All Life would say to its foot ball friends

Is that If they care for the permanent popu-larity of their game they must make it aslittle brutal as possible. One thing Is cer-tain-the referee should have autocratic
power, and should use It, to rule out of
foot ball playing permanently and for all
time any player who shows even a tendencyto slugging tactics.

The New York board of trade will send a
memorial to Congress. asking that any new
tariff bill shall not go into effect before JulyI next.
The charge of inhumanity made against

Capt. John Risk of the Mallory line steamerComal. at New York. has been withdrawn
and the captain is fully exonerated.
A flood far more disastrous than that ofMay. lSd. occurred at Ottawa. Ill.. Thurs-

day. It was occasioned by a break in the
Illinois and Michigan canal,

Too SANTA CLAUS CLMB

A -Way Prvided tr oharinglChrist-
mum With the Pose.

'We choose this time because It Is a time
of all others when want to keenly felt and
ab"ndane rejoices. What shall I put you
down for?'
Maybe not exactly the same words an

spoken, but exactly the same appeal Is Made
to manY an old Scrooge today. If no one
comes around with a subscription book, the
wistful.Pinched faces of half-clad little onies
an the street, the took of suffering of Many
a poor woman, the dull despair In the faces
Of weary men Vainly Searching for employ-
Ment, Makes the appeal to those who can
read such language with eloquence more
touching than any tongue ever know. So to
eyery one rejoicing in abu"made at this
season the question COs, "What shall I
Put you down for?'
The ittle folks of The Evening Mta Santa

Claus Club have answered that question
for themselves. Each one has taken a
dime from his Christmas money to be used
In helping the needy. Several thousands
have already joined the club and the en-
rollment Is still going on. The club to or-
ganised for work. It has arranged to use
Its funds and to employ the funds contrib-
uted to Its treasury by friends of the move-
Meat In a manner that will do the greatest
good to the greatest number. Subscriptions
sent to The Star will be acknowledged and
Paid Into the treasury of the club. Dona-
tions of provisions for distribution by the
club may be sent to any public school build-
ing. Those who have clothing, In clean and
good condition, ready for Immediate dis-
tribution among the needy, may send a
postal card to The Evening Star notifying
the club of the fact. end the package Will
be called for. Intending contributors should
bear In mind that the Provisions given
should be done up securely In packages and

F1JRED Ono BRELL."

A Tariget 2110 Feet 1111111 1111000e9 Un-
temeked owing to a Mistake Is Orders

Among the passenger@ who arrived In
New York late Monday night from the Went
Indies was Mr. Frank Crelman, says the
New York Herald Mr. Crefnan sailed
from New York in the Brasilian eruise
Nictheroy. His duty on boardl the cruiser
was to show the crew of the Pneumatic
aerial torpedo tamower--r dynamite sun, as
it is popularly called-how to work the piece
antd g teach the offcer having Charge Of
the Sun aln that could be conveyed concern-

tng its costruction and manipuilation.
Mr. Creelman gave a Herald reporter IL

sketch of life aboard the new war ship un-

der its present semi-naval commission. As
soon e" the Nictheroy was fairly at Oet

the wok of stationing her crew for action
began.
Her otncers were assigned to duty as fol-

low*: Capt. Baker in command On the
bridge. The fighting command was given
up wholly to Lieut. Commander Hill,-Whose
station was also on the bridge. In case Of
venturing into Baszilian harbors the Niethe-
roy will be piloted by Capt. Baker, Wthose
knowledge of South American waters Is un-
usually accurate.
Ie*ut. Craven was the ordnace Officer,

having a general chareo d responsibil-
ity for the ship'a battery. was at first
assigned to the direct commi of the two
.4-nch r-Api Are 83--poude Hotchks guns

fowa1bt aerhetokchref/ h
rapd-ue 5-ponde af* n h donn
piecs o th seondrbte--puer
and 1-ounder.P

Aieut. Brinley commandaditheCfoiwtr
uiviionwhtc cnaethe neuati

gun andothe to 33-ouner ecaue i s gun.e
ofallmothers when divtis nly l n
Thedanseoicr bes. Whtshlf 6-putr and

sdw foreltreo ueee sindt
Laeut Cotayactl the gusam e w od-r

spoen btectl the inue apa nd mdei
tousewere colntrogeb todut. ifaroing.

or aevran with aftuer eavnbNewYork
wmen i~nhedr pfacesoalfd ittlwhnch
oer the stt texperence and bufest drfme:y

mofwarmen vaonly hem. for wapsy
ntsr maeo tod apgdeal totose worka
ona uh angugesle awtheyquenc me

touchingr thn any atgu ehat knew. re-t
meveed o rejong to amakete. hint
fsegn the estonde., Wt allund

Thed wit flsrve Eureng Stay Sat-
fctoriClyunt he America tatrqefron
foNemselves.n turne oerha tke msin
ighelpin the neeoy. erathund
hae aleat c gund h u w asnttd th en

telesopt igh mtilarin ton the vcu isent-
gadibe foeut.r. A. hske, Ungted tate
Ntavy funds andt emoysithe ofund teecoptat-
tced to thepr treaybyfuno hen monve
met thentelmanner thatuchllndonthe wreate
gxod o the guneast numre.ondsciption.ea
sent toh Star ill b ackanowleged andof
peaiin thereur ofethacub tonkee
eowhe the pteesio forodsthiruaron the

ngThoewhthe clotig i cghessan
Rban tamong he needy maytermnd by
ptacardto whhe Evoecting Star beotifyin
the clbof theat rendo throer acae been

bevalled for. Inteingmontribofars prsould
cberinc min tht thelpAtvsion dgvens

thouldnge done the sanrdi2poug.nd o

Aectil are b0ete 1,25gan 2,500 yards,
tacrd Ow tea prestare ised.r
Anmorng the passenerys who aried Bin-
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rNe Yourt hed Mr repr eitan ofate
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te were ofe statruck. hecrew fhotactioe
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fows apt. ofater iman coumnd Toe thec
bide. waher fgoodnd comandoc was givn-
siderably koedto piet.Cmer L hs
saiok was als onamhe idgcae, recsebof
aentuin ntoerullsanl htapprs ith e

abowudg fofhnrfe lomrcn adtro ihun-
drecuet. Crah.en wsthe on ay offar.e

ityctfce the shpeumattergun wasrat trst
oaine toc thdiec dummn ofjetietht
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Therne w o 33-oder brehklowigns. at

The seconary bateryn of.. 6.po.de. .an

imp

their contents briefy described In the mark-
thg on the outside.

The Santa Claus Club.
Nearly everybody knows now about The

Evening Star Santa Claus Club, It was
organised originally for the boys and girls
in the city to enable them by co-operation
to do a good deal of good with the dimes'
they could spare from the Christmas
money. The Idea was that those who had
a Christmas at home, with all that the
word *Mas, should share in this way with
the less fortunate, the Tiny Time and the
Waones Ad hundreds of others besides whose
state Tiny Tim's condition would seem one
of aluence, Membme of the club take partin the active work of charity by finding andrepotig' cases of need. As a token of
membership to each is given a badge, a
handsome pin bearing the emblem of theclub, a star, and having a ribbon suitablyinscribed. This charity, Conducted in the
name of the children, was found last year
to be one of the most efective agencies em-
played in relieving distress. Conaierable
money was raised and It was expandedjudiciously, the club having the advantageof the assistance of the organistions a-
ready in existence for relieving the poor.
Its own far-reaching organisation, extend-
lag to every quarter of the city, gave it
facilities for investigation and for the ad-
ministration of relief which no other or-
ganisation enjoyed, This year the club pur-poses to do even more than last year. It
wants the help of all the good people of
the city, and so the question is "What shallI put you down tort"

WRITING TO SANTA CLAUS.
Lettere for the a*" Saint Seat to

"The Evennag Star."
Some of the children while pleased with

the thought of helping those who are poorand ready to join The Star Club, will want
to communicate directly with Santa Claus
and to inform that proingng genius of theholiday season exactly what they would

of fire on the left hand mide and a light seawas running. The ship was headed offnearly at right angles with the line of fire,so that the gun was trained nearly on theport beam. This position was the one, ofcourse, in which the roll of the vessel wouldmost affect the accuracy of the firing.The First Shot rell Short.
Lieut. Brinley got the distance by word of

mouth from the bridge, and when 2,200
yards was reported he was all ready to am.
rhe dummy made the graceful curve that
is characteristic of this gun's work and
plunged downward in a direct line for Sall
Rock. It failed to reach the target, how-
ever, by fully one hundred yards, Lieut.
Brinley explained that no bad fired as the
ship was rising fronk a roll toward the tar-
get, and' that he had tried to make an al-
lowance or the ship's motion between the
time of pulling the firing lever and the es-
cape of the projectile from the tube. Evi-
dently, he said, he had overestimated this
time and the corresponding amount that
the range would be increased.
After firing this dummy projectile the

engines were stopped and the ship drifted
along while a live torpedo containing 200
pounds of wet gun cotton was roused up
out of the hold. By the time the piece was
loaded the Nictheroy was heading toward
Sail Rock, and starboard helm was given
her as she backed away. The rock was
soon about a point or two forward of the
port beam, but the distance was only about
1,250 yards. The gun had been laid for 2,200
yards, which is considered a desirable fight-ing range.

A Shot That Was Out of Sight.
Just then LUeut. Commander HIll, on the

bridge, shouted to Lieut. Brinley that as
soon as the ship reached a distance of 2,200
yards from the rock he could fire. The lieu-
tenant misunderstood the executive officer.
Thinking that he had been told to fire at
once he trained the gun on a black stain
In the rock and pulled the firing lever. As
the distance was nearly 1,000 yards short of
the suppcsed distance the projectile took a
Iyer over the rock, just clearing It on Its
downward plunge. The line aim was per-ect, but as the torpedo struck on the tur-
ther side of the rock no one could tellwbether it exploded or not. The fuse was
set for a delayed action of one second and ahalf, and t.herefore if the explosion tookplace must have been so far below the sur-
ace that no noise would have been heardat the distance at which the shell struck.

A Wave the Only Evidence.
Some observers said that they saw a con-

siderable wave break around the edges of
sail Rock just after the falling of the shell,
and it was thence inferred that this wave
was due to the shell's explosion. Au such
a wave might have been caused by an ex-
plosion, if one took place. it was believed
abasrd the Nictheroy that the explosion had
occurred.
But, so far as certainty goes, there is

none. The fuses failed last February atPort Royal, and there is reasonable doubtwhether the present fuse will be any morecertain in its action than they were. Intnis case no one saw the shell explode, andthe evidence that it did explode is far fromconclusive. It seems probable that If theNictheroy goes into a fight she will havean entiey unknown quantity on her side of
The rapidity with which the Nietheroy'screw learned theIr duties at both the pneu-matic amld the powder guns showed themto be mnostly trained men-o'-ware-men.
Fun With the Trelley Current.

rr the Igroglel Daly flIiepubl*People In the neighborhood of the cornerof Main and State streets had some excite-
ment yesterday afternoon. A trolley supplywire in some way broke away from the in-
sulator and came In contact with the Iron
pole. The electric fluid soon reached the
sidewalk and filled the Icy bricks, so that
several persons received severe shocks.
For a while. as the first victims watched

for the ones who might follow, there was
lots of fun. A man would come along, and.
as he reached the limits of the electricity's
force, would stop and look down to see what
had struck him. A step forward and an-
other severe shock, and he would grow pale,and all sorts of awful things began to rushon him. Dire diseases which began by suchawful symptoms, the victim would reason,must be shortly fatal, but soon the laugh of
some watchers, or the sight of another vic-
tim, would reassure him, and soon the cause
was found.
But the funniest of all was a little dog,who came running joyously down the streetand on to the charmed walk. Then came ahowl of wild anguish and surprise, and the

dog tried to leave. But he couldn't; theharder he tried the closer he was drawn to-ward the pole. He lay down; worse yest;every hair formed a wire, as it were, to cod.duct the fluid to his body. At last a desper-ate jerk, and he fell into the gutter, where
he found relief. Soon after the wire wasfixed and the fun ceased.

Fire started in the hold of the steamshitHerman Winter of the Metropolitan steam.
ship line,- at her dock at Boston Thursdaymorningi A great deal of water was pour-ed into her, and in one hour the fire wai
smothered after causing 81Ji00 damA=es

'Iz

like to have in their stocking. ea Cristasin
morning. Some of the chiMren have evi-
dently learned from experience, poor little
things, that the patron saint is not a fa-
miliar with their needs and wants as they
have been taught to believe. so they eon-
clude that they will write to him mamenveas
and a number of letters have been recoived
at The Star oflice addressed to Seata Clies,
Zero Land, care of The Star.
A perusal of these missives will convince

anyone that they are the honest epremo
of childish hearts. Take, for eZa-ple the
following:
Dear Sandclose I wish that you wiB bring

me somethink for christmustgIft, I whent
a magitlantton., And a set Afre 5ow.. and
a @hae And my little sitter went a bady and
a stove and son* diasa.
And my Mother and lather mth to
Sandcloae.13This one ha a variety of wants.

Dear Santa
I woud like you to bring me a Doll boem

and little doll t') go in it and the hooefurnished nicely, and 2 dosen marbles bringPapa some book. and Mammma watch ease
Aunt Lina a pair of White kid glven, and
Lille a watch and chain Nella 2 bik A-
ures and Papa 1 little bottle of Fae cel
Mrs. H. a box of Powder and Tom a mice
necktie and me a little dimer bell and
Christmas tree and fill my stocking with
nice things and a slate sponge, and dress.the doola nice and brng me a slver watch
chain, and a Doll 18 inches dranaed mice,and some picture cards.
The writer of the following letter has jstbegun to learn the use of a pesn.cDear Saita
I thought I would write you a few uses

to ask you bring me a pair of gloves and
an express train soldier set and a gun anddrum.
The stocking or pair of stoeking. thatthis young man had in salad has probablynot yet been made:
Dear St. Nicholas I w'sh you would puta gun mn my stocking. A hoby-horse, adrum, a boat, a slay, a ball, a sord a whip,knorrs Ark, a soldier suit, a horn, a gameof ten pins, a tenls bet and bal, a whell

barrow, a little bang. a boa of candy anda lot of nuts and lve cents and some pic-tur books.

T ASS T MI. X03I's.
Caer Of Mr. Dabney, the New Alp-

"sataat sUeetway.
The appointment of Dr. Dahmer as as-sistant secretary of agriculture was a

surprise from the fact that tere wereforty-eight candidates ftr the positionand not a scrap of paper advocating the
appointment of Dr. Dabney was seat tothe President. He was selected bes-e
the President wanted a southern man, wis
combined scientine knowledge with a r%-millarity with the agricultural needs and
conditions of the south, and who was also
not lacking in business ability. Mr. Merton
represents the wheat and com section at
the 0ountry. and Mr. Dabney the cotton
and tobacco lands. He is a practical, as
well as theoretical, farmer; in a well roin-
ed man; fits the place, and is an exampleof the office seeking the man, rather thanthe man the office.
Charles Wil=am Damey, Jr., Is a matieof Hampton-Sydney, Va.. where he wasborn in 10B. His father, Robert LewisDabney, was for many years professor inthe Union Theological Seminary of thePresbyterian Church. and is now professorof philosophy in the University of Texas.Mr. Dabney, pere. was stonewall nack-son's chief of staft and biographer. Chas.W- Dabney graduated froga 1ampton-mg-ney College in I87, with the degree cfbachelor of arts. After teaching a clas-

sical school for one year. he entered fteUniversity of Virginia and graduated tmereIn 1877. From 1877 to lghl bae was pro-fessor of chemistry and mineralogy IaEmory and Henry College, Virginia, andfrom 1878 to 1880 he was studying chemis-try, physics and mineralogy at Berin andGoettingen, and receIved the degree of Ph.D). at the univernity of the last named eity.

He filled the position of professor of chem-istry in the University of North Carolba.and was elected state chemist for that pine-tree commonwealth. In 1881 he was the di-
rector of the North Carolina agricultural ex-periment station at Raleigh. and statechemist of the geological survey and heardof health. While in Raleigh he publishedseveral standard papers on points in er-ganic and agricultural chemistry, and anumber of bulletins and reports of theexperiment station. He was the first todiscover the phosphate deposits in biertabCarolina. He also made explorations forpyrites, and collected the useful mineralsof the state for exhibition in the tate
museum. He represented North Caroina
at various exposItIons, and was electedchief of the departmsent of the governmentand state exhibits of the New Orleansworld's exposition in 1I-a. He publshedmuch literature on drinking waters, foods,drugs, Ac., of North Carolina. Dr. D)abneyadvocated technical education in variouspapers and lectures, and wasn Instrumental
in the establishment of an industrial scaool
at Raleigh, which has since blossomed irtoa college of agriculture and meechanic arts.He was elected by the board of trustees ofthe University of Tennessee to the uei
dency of that Institution in 11agn hasdone much to promote its Prgegin theerection of laboratories and teenlarge-ment of its curriculum. In 18W0 he receivedthe degree of LL.D. from Davidson College.He is a member of several Gerema anidAmerican chemical societies, the AmsericanInstitute of Mining Engineers and of theVirginia Historical Society.

Centiser May Ne lNaned Chattaseoga.
Mayor Ocha of Chattanooga same time ago

wrote to Secretary Herbert of the Navy
Department requesting that one of the new
cruisers be named In honor of that city, Aletter received by the mayor from Wash-
ington gives indication that the requestwill be favorably osidered.

Crimnmals' Bodlee for the Deetesa.
Members-elect of the Ohio general assm-

bly have received coples of a cireular letter
from Dr. J. 8. Pyle of Canton, Ohio, urging
the enactment of a law appropriating con-
demned criminals for medIcal research. He
would have them placed under the Influence
of oplates, in order that their brains may be
laid bare for study and examination In liv-
ing form by physiologists, and than pain-lessly killed by opiates.

Knabe Pianos, SI7 Pennsylvania avenue.
Eugene d'Albert: From fullest conviction
I decaethe tobe the best Iastruments
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